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O’Neill, M. Aston, L. and Krause, A. (2015) The Fife Division (Police Scotland) Stop and Search Pilot
Evaluation Findings and Recommendations. Scottish Institute for Policing Research.
http://www.sipr.ac.uk/Plugin/Publications/assets/files/Stop and Search Pilot Evaluation Report.p
df

This report summarises the findings and recommendations from this SIPR evaluation of the
Fife Division pilot approach to stop and search. Elements of good practice were identified
along with recommendations for improvement, and all 19 of these were action by Police
Scotland.

Aston, E., Murray, K., & O'Neill, M. (2019). ‘Achieving cultural change through organizational justice:
the case of stop and search in Scotland.” Criminology and Criminal Justice.
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1748895819839751 [please get in touch
|.aston@napier.ac.uk if you want a copy]

Abstract: In recent years, the scale, impact and legality of stop and search in Scotland has
been subject to intense critical scrutiny, leading to major legal and policy reform in 2016.
Based on these events, including an early unsuccessful attempt by Police Scotland to reform
the tactic (the ‘Fife Pilot’), this article presents original theoretical and empirical insights into
organizational change in policing. Building on the theoretical perspectives of Chan and
Bradford and Quinton on organizational culture and justice respectively, the article sets out
a dynamic model of organizational justice in policing. While Scotland has seen significant
legislative reform apropos stop and search, we conclude that real change in police practice
and culture will require effective leadership and a strong commitment to organizational
justice. We also suggest how insights from the analysis might be applied to other
jurisdictions and policing fields, with a view to securing more citizen-focused, democratic
policing.

O’Neill, M. and Aston, E. (2018) ‘Changing Stop and Search in Scotland’ Invited article for Special
Issue on ‘Changes in Policing to Improve Service Delivery’ European Journal of Policing Studies,
Volume 5: 129. http://www.maklu-online.eu/en/tijdschrift/ejps/volume-5/special-issue-changes-
policing-improve-service-del/

Aston, E. O’Neill, M. and Woolnough, P. (2020) ‘Policing research in crisis? The role of research
partnerships in reforming policing in Scotland’ Translational Criminology Issue 19 Fall 2020
https://cebcp.org/tcmagazine/.

O’Neill, M. and Aston, L. (2019) ‘Fighting knife crime: if police worked closely with academic experts,
they’d be less gung-ho about stop and search’ The Conversation 7" May 2019
https://theconversation.com/fighting-knife-crime-if-police-worked-closely-with-academic-experts-
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Some other key Scottish academic research
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